The Post=-Journal

www.post-journal.com FesruARY 18, 2010
JAMESTOWN,NEW YORK TH U R SDAY

VOL 183 NO. 139

On The Cutting Edge

'puy —
(¥ 1 il
HOSPITAL

Hie P l'l.’_lh' Fent i
Fie Paofossietids Yom T

L

Dan Porreca, HEALTHeLINK executive director, speaks during a news conference Wednesday announcing WCA
Hospital’s agreement to join with the patient clinical information sharing system.
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WCA Hospital Joins HEALTHeLINK Patient Information Sharing System
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HEALTHeLINK makes
it unnecessary for partici-
pating patients to try and
remember things such as the
date and results of their last
cholesterol test, the names
of medication they’ve taken
or the dates of significant
medical events. With
HEALTHeLLINK, physi-
cians will be able to access
— and update, if necessary
— that information elec-
tronically.

Patients at WCA Hospital
will be asked if they wish to
participate in HEALTHe-
LINK. Once a patient’s
consent is given, their clini-
cal information will be
stored on a secure server
and made accessible to any
health care professional
who has high-speed Internet
access. Consent forms are
also available at registration
kiosks throughout the hos-
pital.

Dan Porreca, the execu-
tive director of HEALTHe-
LINK, said the system is
“*about saving lives and
money.”’

““If you were ever uncon-
scious or otherwise unable
to provide information to
health care professionals,
HEALTHeLINK literally

“Thanks to our partnership with
WCA Hospital, patients here are
going to experience firsthand
what the promise of technology
holds for health care.”

Dan Porreco,

HEALTHeLINK executive director

becomes your voice,”” he
said.

Information stored and
shared via HEALTHeLINK
is **more secure than
records stored in paper
form,”” Porreca said. He
said 96 percent of patients
who are asked to consent to
HEALTHeLLINK agree to
do so. The organization has
recetved 60,000 consent
forms over the last several
months.

**Thanks to our partner-
ship with WCA Hospital,
patients here are going to
experience firsthand what
the promise of technology
holds for health care,”” he
said. ‘‘Patients who consent
to using HEALTHeLINK
will essentially have a body
of information following
them no matter where they

0.’

Dr. Wolt-Dieter Krahn, a
private practitioner on staff
at WCA Hospital, called the
partnership “‘significant.”

“*Consider that with
HEALTHeLINK, we can
share a patient’s clinical
information with places like
Roswell, other hospitals in
the area and other physician
practices,”’ he said.
““There’s no need now to
send a messenger or mail
records. It’s immediate.™

HEALTHeLINK is a col-
laborative consortium that
currently includes The
Catholic Health System,

The Erie County Medical

Center Corporation, Blue
Cross Blue Shield of West-
ern New York. Independent
Health Association, Kaleida
Health, Roswell Park Can-
cer Institute and Univera
Healthcare.




